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Rising Costs to
Cause Deficit
Deficit Next Year

A school tax increase appears
very likely next fiscal year, S. E.
Waldrip, asistant superintendent
of the Torrance Unified School
District, predicted today.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1958

He based his statement on
early estimates of the costs of
operating the ®city’ schools i

Job Rise

.>
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SEARCH FOR JOBS—Mrs, Winona Ellis, right,
manager of the Torrance office of the Depart-

ment of Employment, looks at

tions for unemployment benefits

by Sandra Gish, Mrs. Ellis pre

year

stack of applica-
handed her
dicts that if this

follows previous
will reach its peak late this month and employ.
ment opportunities will pick up again in the
middle of March,

records, unemploment

~Press Photo

héd Cross Blood
bQLBfa Is 250 Pin

Bank
Is

Lone Bandit
Gets $170 in
Store Stickup

A lone. pock-marked bandit
.gm away with $170 after he
robbed a liquor store at 1954
West Carson street Thursday
night,

Corrado Pirrotta, the victim,
told police the man entered with

a paper bag covering his gun. | cost, estimated at approximate. |
pointed
out that it costs more than $5.50 : s
‘Give me the money. I'm not |to process dnd collect a pint of | Strets can be easily identified

He tossed the bag on *he eoun-

ter and rasped:

fooling; I'll blow
off.”

‘ When Pirotta handed over the
cash in the till, the robber strip-
ped him of his wallet and or.
dered him into the backroom
while he made his get-away in
2 car he had Jeft idling on the
street,

The victim said the bandit
wore steel-rimmed glasses and
was about 30 years old. He wore
a red plaid shirt and long hair.

"%50-Ib. Safe

your bead

bank will
Torrance
Thursday,

be stationed at
Civie

Feb. 13,
fluid,
group of civic-minded

nancial cost of bringing
blood wunit here, according

of the Torrance.Lomita

| opens on March 1,

The Red Cross mobile blood
the
Auditoriim on
to collect its
quota of 250 pints of life-saving

The bank is sponsored by a
individ.
uals who will underwrite the fi-
the
to
Don C. Moshos, M. D., chairman
Red
| Cross fund campaign whieh

| The donors will subseribe the

|ly $1300. Dr. Moshos

blood,
| The bloodmobile will

| from 3 to 7:30 p. m.

Sponsors of the blood bank
are Jack Saylen, John Beeman,
M. D., Donald Findley, Alblert
Isen, John Nursakk, M.D., and
Mrs, Boris Woolley, Mr, and Mrs,
W. A. Fleker, Allen XKlatsker,
Judge John A. Shidler, Rose.
mary De Camp.

“There is more and more

ood needed and I am grateful
to these civie-spirited people who
are willing to sponsor the blood

|

I_iftEd From fhank," -rl‘r;c—lired Dr;wy'?ihos.

Vegas Airways

Thieves, tabbeds by ";rrant'o
detectives as “rank amateurs,” |
are being sought for the theft
*f a .450-pound office safe {rom
/egas Airways, 2751 Pacific
Coast Highway
Police said that theé hurglars
pried open a door, broke a cig-
aret and soft drink machine be.
fore they apparently thought of |
attacking the safe, which con-
tained $1000 in cash and. pay-
roll ehecks.
The thieves knocked off the
dial and knob from the strong
‘mx in the office. When they
ailed to open it that way, they
loaded it onto a vehicle and
cleared out.

5 Days in Jail |

Even though a jury found him |
not guilty of a drunk driving
charge Thursday, Chester Charles
Gaines, 26, of 4617 West 160th
street, Torrance, did not walk
@t of Judge John A. Shidler’s
court as a free man,

As soon as his trial ended, he
was served with two old traffic |
warrants for speeding and driv. |
ing without a license and a hit |
and run driving charge. The de.
fendant was sentenced to five
days in the county jail after he |

pleaded guilty to the added |
charges, ‘

o

Mosh

| reason

os
Heads

R.C.Drive

Torrances’ 1958 Expanded Red
Cross Fund appeal, slated to get

| under way next month, will be

directed by Dr. Don Moshos, of
1617 Cravens avenue.

Announcement of Dr. Moshos’
appointment to this community’s
top Red Cross fund post was
made this week by Jack Cun-
ningham, chairman of the Sou.
thern Region’s forthcoming eam-
paign.

Active Leader

Chairman of the local Red
Cross branch for the past two
years, ' Dr. Moshos asumes the
fund chairmanship for the first
time, following several years of
active fund work in various ca-
pacities, He is also actively af.
filiated with the Torrance Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Lions
Club,

In the course of stepping into
his new Red Cross role, Dr.

be sta- |
tioned at the Civie Auditorium |

New Signs
¢Wi" Bring
Safety

Motorists using Artesia houle-
{ vard (174th street) will soon be
able to have enough advance
warning of major cross streets to
epable them to make safe lane
changes for turning onte inter-
secting streets, Supervisor Ken.
neth Hahn announced today.

Oversized street name signs
will be placed in the center di-
viding strip in advance of all
major signalized intersections be-
| tween Alameda street and Haw.
thorne boulevard so that cross

by motorists,

) Recently Supervisor Hahn not-
ed the lack of sufficient identi-
}flral.mn on cross strets and not.
ed that the small street signs
on corners did not give motor=-
ists enough advance warning to
make safe lane changes at eross
streets,

Since, Artesia boulevard is a
state highway, Hahn wrged Ed-
ward T, Telford, assistant state
highway engineer, to install the
signs for the benefit of the mo.
toring public.

“The present situation is eon-
fusing, especialy to motorists not
familiar with Artesia boulevard,”
he stated.

Following an investigation of
the problem, Telford wrote Su-
pervisor Hahn that the signs had
been approved and that “instal-
lation orders are now being pro-
cessed and these signs will be

|

|

Moshos cited
for Red Cross service”

for

as the |

No Goal Set !

“Torrance’s goal has not yet | Christl,, 40, of 216 Palos Verdes
| boulevard, Torrance,

(Continued on Page 2)

“expanded needs | treatment following the collision.

pursuing expanded | James William Padget Jr., 38,
funds for thesorganization.

installed as soon as possible.”

3-Year-Old
Girl Hit in
Auto Accident

Three persons, including a
three-year-old girl, were injured
in traffic accidents, Torrance po.
lice reported,

The girl, Kelly Owens, of 2720
Grand Summit, was cut on the
head and knocked unconscious
when she was struck by an auto
at Grand Summit Road ‘and Por-
tobello.

Driver of the car, identified
by police as Bertha Flossie Pat-
ty, 64, of 2763 Portebello, was
not held. The little girl was
taken to Harbor General Hos.
pital,

Both drivers in a rear-end eol*
lision at Hawthorne and Lomita
boulevards refused medical

Officers identified them as
of 3741 Palos Verdes drive, Roll.
ing Hills, and Charles Joseph

Unemployment
to Hit Peak
Late This Month

Unemployment will
worst point sometime late this
month and the change for the
better canm be expected in the
niddle of mext month.

That was the prediction of
Mrs. Winona Ellis, manager of
the Torrance office of the State
Department of Employment.

She bases her views on past
years when the jobless situation
was always more serious in Jan.
uary and February because of
layoffs in the eonstruction indus-
try.

reach its

Layeoffs Short

Mrs. Ellis said that while the
number of eclaims for jobless
benefits took a sharp upturn in
January, the period of unem-
ployment of individuals was not
too long.

“The crowd is not going down
but the faces change,” she said.

Most of the unemployment in
this area was caused by layoffs
in the airframe industry and its
allied fields, she said,

The average number of week-|"
ly claims during last month wag
3891. This compares with only
844 for January, 1957, Mrs. Ellis
revealed,

She pointed out that the job
losses did not necessarily ocecur
in Torrance because many resi-
dents of this city hold jobs in
Los Angeles, Long Beach and El
Segundo,

Not Torrance Jobsi.

*“This doesn't mean that &I
the unemployed were laid off in
this area,”” she explained.

The Torrance office serves
persons who reside in Torrance,
Lomita, Harbor City, Gardena,
and the beach cities.

“Some of the aircraft plants
which have laid off workers are
now calling them back,” she ob-
served.

Approximately one-third of the
claims are filed by women. Of
the men filing for benefjts which
range as high as $40 a week, 40
per cent are veterans.

Ligger Population
Mrs. Ellis, who has managed
the local office since July 1,/¢
1947, gaid while the claims dur-
ing the past few months have
been heavier than in previous
Yyears, it must be remembered
that the population has increas-
ed vastly,
She said that her office serves
a2 population estimated at 260,-
000. Under a formula she has
(Continued on Page 2)
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OUT OF ORBIT—Fred Averell and his cat,
“Mickey,’’ gaze at mystery object which landed
in his front yard Thursday. The object, which

'Council Balks at -
Sandblast Work

City officials. will serutinize

| Its contract with the builder of

the Victor E. Benstead swim.

ming pool before they fork out |
$1800 te sandblast the plunge.

The approprijation was. asked

by the public works depart.

ment which said that eracks
have appeared in the pool lin-

ing. Councilmen said that the
contractor who built
had
should do the repair work him-
self.

the pool

guaranteed the job and

Action on the sandblasting

Job was held up until the city
officials re.read the contract,

Competitive Bus

Denied by City

A request to bperate a deluxe
roach between the Torrance

Municipal Airport and the Los|/2nce director of athletics,
Angeles Coliseum by a pri\'nlv}
bus company, was defeated by |
the City Council in a 3 to 2 Moon, of 2910 El Dorado, launch-
vote,

“We'll be in competition with |
ourselves,”
Nickolas O. Drale in referring
to the Torrance Municipal Bus|and female, are reported doing
Line.

said Councilman

| joined the satellite race.

| ed

have placed it there.

But the experiment concluded that it could have dropped
down from the air, since it was impossible to push it into the
earth without breaking it, Averell said.

The absence of footprints in the soft ground alse tend.
ed to absolve pranksters from having buried it.

may have dropped out of the sky, resembles over
size Christmas tree decoration and weighs be.
tween three and four pounds,

Mystery Object On Lawn of
Harbor City Residence

A mystery object that was found on the front lawn of
Fred Averell, 1620 248th street, Marbor City, has set police,
the army and Averell himself to thinking of outer space

The strange object, a silver ball, the size of a basket+
ball, and attached to a noxzle, was partially buried under.
ground when Averell’s wife, ‘Hattie discovered it.

“I can’t figure out what it is. And neither can the police
nor the Army men they sent out here from Fort MacArthur,”
Averell, a foundry worker, said.

The mystery object looks like a large Christmas tree orna-
ment. But it weighs between three and four pounds and is
made of a mirror-like material,

The mstery depened when police attemoted to force the
nozzle back into the ground to determine if someone could

the year starting in September.
Tax increases can amount
from a little less than 10 cents
to approximately 23 cents per
$100 of assessed valuation.
Early Estimates
Waldrip emphasized that he is
basing his prediction on esti*
mates and that more definite fig.
ures wil not be available until
the tentative budget is prepared
next month
The educator said that cur-
rent cost estimates of operating
the school system next year is
$8,192,401. This will leave a def-
icit of $334,000.

This can be cut down to $135,-
000 if Congress extends an act
under which cities in defense
areas received federal support.
Torrance's financial assistance
from federal funds was $200,000
during the past year

Doubts Aid

But Waldrip cast strong pere
sonal doubts on. chances for cone
tinuance of the federal grant.

“School legislation hasn't had
a chance “since the integration
question came up. The racial is-
sue ‘has been tied as a rider to
the bills,” he opined

If the support from federal
sources is cut off at the end of
this school year, the tax rate
may be hiked by as much as
23 cents above the current rate
of 287 per $100 assessed valu-
ation. This¢ figure includes oper-
ational expenses as well as bond
redemption funds

High School Costs

Another financial squeeze on
the school budget is the fact
that education costs go up as
students enter high school, Wald-
rip noted

He said that according to
state-wide figures, it costs $250
a year for an elementary pupil
compared with $400 for a high
school student.

This hits the local school sys.
tem directly in the pocketbook
since more and more students
attain high school age,

As an example, the educator
said, last year there were 1250
eighth graders, This year there
are 1342, By 1960 there will be
1693 eighth graders ready to en-
ter high school.

* More Enroliment

Further future increases in
ihlgh school enrolment is indi-
cated by the size of the present
kindergarten class in which 2800
pupils are registered. This com.

—Press Photo

New Moon Is Here
Elmer S. (Red) Moon,

His daughter-in.law, Mrs. Rill

a seven.pound, four-ounce
moonlet, Marcia Gwen, Tuesday
at Torrance Memorial Hospital,
All the various Moons, male

well.’

IMPROVEMENT CHECK - Coun

used in widening and improving

secured the money out of gas ta

ernizing this segment of Prairie

Kenneth Hahn (left) presents $20,000 county
check to Torrance Mayor Albart Isen to be

nue between 174th and 182nd streets.

cated to his disgrict to assist Torrance in mod-

ty Supervisor

Prairie ave-
Hahn
x funds alle.

on the basis

that the improvement would be of general
county interest,
that it would also provide better traffic safpty
for children attending the Perry and Edison

Supervisor Hahn pointed out

elementary schools and North High School. The
contract for the project has
and utility lines are being moved out of the
way for construction work,

beeen awarded

| Unions Sﬁpport
" lsen, Fleetwood,

| tended Torrance High School.

| pares with 500 high school sen-
| iors
Waldrip pointed out that even*
[ taully the kindergarteners will
come of high school age and f{a.
cilities must be provided to ed-*
2 | ucate them
Thompson ln vote | The Board of Education has
1alrt‘ad_v approved a resolution
A slate of candidates for city | asking Congress to continue the
and State offices, today had the | federal aid.
endorsement of the Central La. | Curtail Program
bor Council of the American| 1f the money is not granted,
Federation of Labor. | the Torrance district has the op.
The labor, council backed in. | tion of raising taxes, curtailing
cumbent Mayor Albert Isen for|its program or seek additional
reelection and threw its sup.|state funds.
port behind J. E, Thompson and Waldrip said he estimates only
Thirvin D. Fleetwood for seals | a moderate increase in assess*
on the Torrance City Council. |ed valution by next school year.
The council also endorsed | Another factor that may drive
Congressman Cecil R. King and x up costs of running the schools

Assemblyman Vincent Thomas | is if the district is forced to

for reelection/and gave support | grant salary hikes to compete

for another term to Municipal  with other districts.

Judge John A. Shidler.

All officer of AFL unions will

meet Feb, 19 at 8 pm. at 602 Pla Bon

Broad St., Wilmington, for the

purpose of acquainting them. PS

selves with intiative measures

and political developments. Slg n-up

.

Runs Signal, Gets Sfarfed

. L3

Two Days In Jall ! Pelitions are now being cir.

A Hermosa Beach man drew  culated for a second try to pass

a two-day jail sentence after a|a $3.000,000 bond issue for perk

Jury in Torrance Municipal|and rpcreation dey elopment

Judge John A. Shidler's court| If Sufficient signatures are

found him guilty of running a|obtained. the proposition will

signal. { be submitted to another vote

Sentenced to the county jail {in the April 8 municipal elec.

was David Gary Fero, 21, of 1244 | tion,

Seventh place, Hermosa Beach.| Funds will be used to purs

He was accused of running a |chase sites and also to pay for

signal at Western' avenue and ‘d("\'(‘l(\})n’lf‘lﬂ of recreation areas

Sepulveda boulevard. [throughout Torrance

Court attaches said the defend.| The issue was defeated at a

ant has committed eight moving |Special election last October,

traffic violations in the South |When it came right on the heels

Bay district in the past year. {of a dispute between the City

AR R v iiiinds Council and the Park and Rec.

{reation - Commission over the

Completes Army COUI’SE |amount of the bond issue.
Army Pvt. Glen D. Christen- Three commissioners resigned

sen, son of Mr. and Mrs. John |shortly before the election,

P. Christensen, 22032 Evalyn| Proponents of park and rec-

avenue, Torrance, Calif., recent. ‘rontion development claim that

ly was graduated from the|land for the creation of new

eight . week amphibious truck |parks is vitally needed in keep-

driver course at Fort Story, Va.!ing with the rapid growth ef
He entered the Army in July |the eity.

1957 and was last stationed at| They point out that land va-

Fort Ard, Calif, {lues increase steadily and pur.
The 18.year.old soldier at.|chases of property should be

made as soon as possible.




